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[TPOTOTYIIH EPTAXIA

Enineda epubBpormowntivng opot ce acBeveig vnio
aypokaBapon kat n avaykn yta e€wyevin yopnynon tng.

[ToAukevipikn pelétn

T. Toitolog!, N. Zotnpakornovdog!, X. Ymaia?, B. Aepbevidrtng®, X. X”Anpntpiov?

K. Maupopartidng!

' Movada Texvntou Newpou (MTN) T'evikou Nopapytakot Nocokopeiou Kopotnviig
2 Neypoloyikn KAvikn B” Nocokopeiou IKA @escalovikng

3 Movaoda Teyvntou Newppov (MTN) T'evikoU NopapytakoU Nocoxopeiou Apapag

4 Movada Teyvntou NeppolU (MTN) Tevikou Nopapytakou Nocokopeiou =avOng

YKOMOG NG PeAéTng NTav va Kataypapouy ot
acBeveic mou Bpioxovrav ce mpdypappa atpo-
kdBapong pe texvntd veppod xat Oev eiyav thv
avaykn efwyevolg yopnynong epubporotntivng,
OlaTNP®VTAG LKAVOITOWNTIKA ermireda atpatokpitn.

Ye téooeptg Movadeg TexvntoU Neyppou éyive
KATaypaypn Ttou GUVOAKOU aptpol twv atjjoka-
Baipopevav acbevav (n=227). Autol rmou dev Adp-
Bavav epubportowntivn anod v évapén tg apo-
kabapong kat cuvéytlav va pn Aapbavouv (n=23),
arotéecav tnv opdda A. Tav opdda eléyyou
xpnotporromnOnkav 17 atpokabatpdpevor acbe-
veig (Opdda B), ot onoiot elyav v avaykn efw-
yevoug yopnynong epubporointivig yla va dta-
poUV Kavorrowntikd erineda atpatokpitn. Aev
reptAnpdnkav kat otig 6o opadeg acbeveic mou
ntav oe Beparteia vmokatdotacng pe atpokdbapon
yia Atyotepo amd 12 priveg, eved kavévag Oev elye
KAapKivo veppov, Aratog n rmapeykepaiidag, xpo-
Via anoppaxtiki rvevpovondbeta n povipetg
KUGTELG VEPpOoU. ZToug acbeveig twv dUo opd-
dwv Kataypdypnke n mpwtornadng veppikn vocog,
n rapoucia avtiyovaipiag nmatitidag B kat C
kat mpocOtopiotnkav ta erimeda tng epubpo-
rowntiving Tou 0pou, O alpatokpitng Kat n atpo-
opatpivn tou atparog.

Aexatpeic aobevelg g opadag A (56,5%) xat
okt tg B (47,5%) eiyav oav npwromnabdég
veppikd voéonpa tnv MOAUKUGTIKA VOGO TwV
VEPPOV, Ve ot umdAotrtot ard v opdda A xat
B eilyav dAa pn Kuotikd veppikd voonpata. ‘Evag
acBeving g opadag A eiye avtiyovaijpia nrarti-
1dag C kat Svo avryovayia niatitidag B (avri-
yovo enupaveiag). H nhikia tov acbevav g opd-

bag A ntav onpavtika peyalitepn arnod auvti twv
acPevov tng opddag B (64.9+10.9 Vs 55.7+14.4
xpovia) (p<0.03), eve ot acbeveig twv 6U0 opd-
Owv Sev Olépepav onpavtikd wg rmpog t oudp-
kela (pnveg) mou ntav ce mpdypappa atpoxda-
Bapong (Opdda A 42.0+27.0 Vs 47.0+43.6 Opada
B) (p=NS). Ta enineda tou aypatoxkpitn twv acbe-
Vo g opadag A ftav onpavtikd upnAdtepa éva-
vt autv g B (36.8+4.6 Vs 32.9+3.6) (p<0.001),
onwg erntong ta erineda g atpoopatpivng
(12.1£1.6 Vs 10.2+1.1) (p<0.00001) kat tng epu-
Oponotntivng tou opov (18.7+1.1 Vs 15.5+4.0)
(p<0.00001D).

Ortav ot acBeveig twv opddwv A xat B ywpi-
otkav e 6vo unoopadeg n kabe pia (A1, A2 kat
B1, B2), pe Baon 1o npwrtonabég veppikd voonpa
(IMOAUKUGTIKIA VOGOG TwV Veppov 1 dAAa vepptkd
pn KuoTikG voonpata), dtamotwdnke 61t avtég
bev Oléwpepav wg mpog v nAikia, ™ didpxela
aypokdBapong, ta emnireda Tou atpatokpitn xat
g apocypalpivng tou atpatog, 6nwg eniong Kat
1a ertreba g epubportontivng tou opov (p=NS).

Arnd ta mapandve cuprepatvetat ot @ a) To
10% mnepimou twv atpoxadatpdpevey aclevov
Statnpel tkavorrontikd enteda atpatokpitn,
Ywplc va éyet v avaykn efwyevoug yopniynong
epubpomnowntivng, B) ta emnineda tng epubpo-
rotntivng Tou opov otoug acbeveig autolg elvat
avénpéva ce oyéon pe autd twv acBevodv mou
xpetddovrat v efwyevi g Yopiiynon kat y) n
MPWTOITAONG Vepiki VOOOG aUTHV oU Oev YPel-
alovtat epubporowntivn Oev elvatl armokAeloTIKd
N MOAUKUGTIKA VOGOG TWV VEPPOV.
Irtroxpdreia 2000, 4 (2): 73-78
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Elvat yvwoto ot n avatpia arotedei otabepn
ekONAwON TNG VEWPIKNG AVETAPKELAG TEAKOU GTa-
6lou kat eivat moAvnapayovtikig attiodoyiag .
Etot péxpt 1o tédog tng Oexaeriag tou 1980 n
dtatnpnon tou atpatoxpitn atpoxkadatpdpevev
aoBevev yopw ota 25% metuyaivovtav pe GUYVEG
pnviateg petayyioetg aipatog 2. QoTOGO Ge MOA-
Mg peAéteg avapépovtav GIIopadlkd Kat oplopé-
vot acBeveig mou Oev eiyav tnv avaykn petayyi-
Gewv, apou Propovoav va dlatnpouv Ywpig uro-
ompl&n, (KavoOImonTIKa yia Ty ermoyn exkeivn, erti-
meda aipatokpitn. BéBata petd tv avakaiuypn
Kalt otn GUVéyela v gupeia ypnon tng avipo-
mwng  avacuvbuacpévng  epubponotntivng
(rHuEpo) 3, unapyet mdéov n Suvatotnta kabe
atpokabatpopevog acbevng va Beltiovet ta ermi-
meda TOU alpaTokpitn Tou Kat pdiieta va ta pod-
Vel ota ernineda-ctdoyou, ta omnola onpepa Oew-
pouvtat repinou avrtiotolya e avtd Twv Puclo-
AOYIK®V atopwy 4,

BéBata ta epwtipata movu tibevrat eivat mocot
atpoxkaBatpodpevot acbeveig Oev éxouv tnv avd-
vkn tng efwyevoug yopnynong rHuEpo kat mota
elvatl ta mpwrtonabn toug vewpikd vooiparta. Auta
éyve pocnddeta va armavtnbouv otnv mapovca
IMOAUKEVTPIKN JeAéTn, otnv omola cuppeteiyav
1é66eplg Movadeg TeyvntoU Newpot (MTN).

AYO@ENEIY - MEGOAOI

MeletnOnkav 227 apoxabaipdpevotl aobeveig
a6 técoeptg MTN. Autol mmou 6ev Adubavav
rHuEpo (n=23) ammotélecav tnv opdda A, evey cav
paptupeg ypnotporromibnkav 17 apoxkabaipopie-
vot aoBeveig (Opdda B) ot omotot elyav tnv ava-
ykn efwyevoug yopnynong rHuEpo ya va Statn-
pouv kavorontikd erineda apatokpitn (Iiva-
kag 1. Aexatpeig aoBeveic tng A eiyav ITKNE kat
10 aAAeg pn KUGTIKEG VEPPIKEG VOGOUC, eV GTNV
opdda B ot 8 acbeveig eiyav oav mpwroradég
veppikd voonpa tnv TTIKNE kat ot vniddotrnot 9
aAAa pn Kuotikd veppukd voonpata (ITivakag 1).

Aev meplhnypbOnkav otn peAétn acBeveig mmou
ntav oe Oeparteia UMTOKATAOTAONG TNG VEPPLKNG
Aettoupylag yia Atyotepo amd 12 priveg. Aro-
kAelotnkav eniong OGOl eixav KApKivo Veppoy,
Anatog N napeykepaiidag, ypovia armoppaktiki
nvevpovordOeta, poviapelg KUOTELS  OTOUG
VeEppoUGg, ONwg eriong Kat 6cot elyav mapet
petayyton aiparog oto napeXddv. Kartaypdypnkav
n nAikia, o Ypdvog (6tépketa) rmou ntav e Bepa-
rmeia UMOKATAGTAGNG TNG VEWPPLKAG Aettoupyiag

pe texvntd veppod Kat n umoAelnopevn Stovpnoen
Twv aclevav kat twv dvo opddwv. Eriong kata-
ypaypnke n napoucia avryovaipiag nmatidag B
kat C kat npocdropiotnkav ta enireda tng epu-
Opormontivng TOU 0POU, TOU AIPATOKPITN KAl TG
atpoopatpivng tou aiparog. O atpatoxpitng kat
n atpocyaipivn npocdiopictnkav pe avtopato
apatodoyikd avadlutn kat n epubporrontivn Tou
0poU pe avocoevuptkn pébodo.

H crtatiotikn avdAuon twv anoteAecpdtwv
£ylve pe t-test kat y-test. OewpriOnkav onpavti-
KéG ot Olapopéc mmou eiyav 6tdBpn onpavtikOTn-
tag pe p<0.05.

IMivakag 1. Hhikia (mean+SD), didpketa atpo-
kaOapong (mean+SD), unoAetno-
pevn Stoltpnon kat npwtonadng
VEPPIKN VOGOG TwVv Opddwv A kat
B (AAAA=GAAa pn KUGTIKA VEPPLKA

voonpara)
Opdbda A Opdda B p
(n=23) (n=17)

HAikla (étn) 64.9+10.9 55.7¢14.4  <0.03
(E0pog Tiev) (42-91D (19-76)
(Atdpeon Tiph) ©7) (55
Awdpkela
apokddapong (piveg)  42.0+¢27.0  47.0#43.6  =NS

(Evpog Tipcv) (14-96) (13-13D

[Tpwronadng vdécog 13=I1KNE 8=I1KNE =NS
10=AAAA 9=AAAA

Yroleutopevn 4/23 4/17 =NS

6otpnon >300 ml/24h

ATTIOTEAEXMATA

Eikoot tpetg anod toug 227 acbeveig twv Teo-
oGpwv MTN Oev ypetdlovtav efwyevii yopnynon
epubportowntivng (10.1%) (13 and auvtovg eiyav
[TKNE). Evag acBeving tng opddag A eiye avrti-
yovapia nratitidag C (HCV-RNA Oetikog) kat
dvo eiyav avriyovaipia nnatitidag B (HBV-DNA
OeTikOC).

Ot acBeveig twv S0 opddwv S Glépepav wg
pog v OLAPKELd UMTOKATAGTACNS TNG VEWPPLKNG
Aettoupylag pe aipoxkd®apon (p=NS), tnv atria
g XNA (nmpwrtonadig veppikn vocog), 6o Kat
v unoAeutdpevn Stovpnon (ITivaxkag 1). Qotdco
ot acBeveic tng opddag A eiyav onpavtikd peya-
Atepn nAikia amd auvtolg g opddag B (TTiva-
kag 1) (p<0.03) kat elyav onpavtika vpnAdrepa
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entneda atpatokpitn (p<0.001), atpoocypatpivng
atparog (p<0.00001) kat epubporowntivig opov
(p<0.00001) (ITivakag 2).

Xwpidovtag toug acbeveig Twv opadwv A Kat
B ce 600 unoopddec v kabe pia (A1, A2 kat
B1, B2), pe Bdon tnv mpwrtonabn veppikn toug
véco (ITKNE i dAAa veppikd pn KUGTIKA VOGH-
pata), dev Swamiotwdnke kapia onpavtikn Swa-
Ppopd petall Toug wg npog tnv nAikia kat n
Olapkela mmou Atav ce atpokabapon, énwg erri-
6NG KAt ®G MPOG TOV atpatokpitn, tav atpo-
opatpivn kat ta enineda tng epubpomontivng
Tou opoU (p=NS e OAeg Tig epurtocetg) (ITiva-
KeG 3 Kat 4).

Mivakag 2. Enineba (mean+SD) aypatokpitn,
alpoopatpivng Kat gpubponownti-
vng Tou opoU Twv opddwv A kat B

Opadda A Opada B p
(n=23) (n=17)
Awparoxpitng (%) 36.8¢4.6  329+3.6  <0.001
(Eupog Tipav) (30.0-48.1) (27.1-39.1)
Atpocpatpivn (groo) 12.1£1.55 10.2¢1.1  <0.00001
(Evpog tipav) (9.8-155) (8.2-11.8)
EpuBpomowntivn (mIU/ml) 18.7+1.1  15.5£4.0  <0.00001

(Ebpog Tipav) (10.2-28.3) (9.6-22.4)

YYZHTHXZH

H avaipia tng xpoviag veyppikng averndapkelag
telikoU otabiou elvat moAurapayovtikng attto-
Aoylag . Olot cuppwvolv OTL autn opeiletat
Kupilwg otn petwpévn napaywyn epubporonti-
vng amod Toug EKPUALGHEVOUC Veppoug °. Ta ermi-
neda g epubporrontivng Tou 0pol Ge OPLGHE-
VOUg oupatpikoug acBevelg opwg, Bpébnkav yapn-
Aotepa pev ard autd acBevov pe aiAeg attieg
avaypiag, upniotepa e arrd auTd PUGLOAOYIKGV
atdépwy 78 H veppikn PAGBN éyet dpeon emimtwon
oTa enimeda Tou aAPatokpitn TwvV OUPAIK®Y
acPevov, ermetdn n epubpomontivn mapdyetat
katd 90% arrd toug veyppoug Kat pdAtota ard ta
KUTTapa Twv eyyUg ECIIEIPAPEVLV GuANvapiwy,
OGS Kat arrd ta evoodnAtakd KUTTapa twv Mmept-
CWANVAPLAKOV TPLYOELOWY TOU VEPPLKOU PAOLOU
Kat Tou é&w puelov .

‘Hrav BéBata amd maiadtepa yvwotd ot opt-
opévol acbevelg pe xpovia veyppikn averndpketa
(XNA) tedikot otadlou und apokdBapon, dev
elyav tav avaykn petayyicewv alpartog (cuviibwg
naoyovteg and [MKNE) 1911 Autd anoddOnke ota

unAda emnineda tng epubpornontivng Tou opov
twv aclevev pe ITKNE, mou Bpébnkav va eivat
Oumhdota arnd autd acBevaov pe XNA aAAng attio-
Moytiag 2. O Eckardt xat ot cuvepydteg Tou pelé-
toav Ta erntreda g epubpornontivng GTov 0pd
12 awpoxaBatpdpevwyv acBevev pe TTKNE kat 6ta-
niotwoav ot frav avnpéva (29+7.0 mIU/mbD 3.
ToUrto enBebaiwoav kat dAdot (18.23+12.14 TU/L)
4 kat pdAtota ta emineba nrav avrictoya pe
autd IoU OlaMmeTWwoape Kt epeig.

H atria mou acBeveig pe TIKNE xat oupatjiia
éxouv uwnld erineda epubportowntivng eivat n
TOMKN 1GYAia TOU UMOAEPPATIKOU VEPPOU €&
attlag tng rieong mou ackoUV 0e autdv ot
kUoTelg 8. Autd 1o embBebaiwoav kat o Kato pe
TOUG GUVEPYATEG TOU, ot orolot dwanictwoav Ott
1a ertreda g epubporontiving 6Tov 0pd TETOWY
acBevav pe tedkd 6tddto XNA ftav pucloloyikd
rnapd ty napoucia enpavtikot Babpou avapiag.
Qotéoo 6tav 11 and avtovg eiyav atpoppaytkod
ermelcdO10 Kal pelwdnke n atpooypatpivn toug,
dlamotmdnke onpavtikn avnon twv emuédwy
g epubporiontivng tou opol Toug .

[péret dpwg va toviotel 0Tt PUGLOAOYIKA 1
kat av€npéva emineda epubporiointivng Gtov 0pd
dlamotednkav Kata Kapoug Ge apketous atjlo-
kaBatpopevoug acbeveig pe mowkida mpwrtomadn
VEPPLKA voonpata, av Kat HavTtote autd Ntav Katw-
Tepa arod ta avapevopeva yia to Babpod tng avat-
piag toug 07101718 Autd Opwg mou éxet 10taitepn
onpacta eivat ot optopévot dtarictwoav avén-
péva emireda epubpormotntivng opol Kat Ge ave-
PpLKoUg acBeveig 121 yeyovog mmou urmodnAdvet
v efwveppikn mapaywyn wmg. Etvat ooy allo-
onpeiwto o1t Kat oto 61kd pag VAkO avapeca Ge
autoUg nou dev ypetalovtav rHuEpo, moAAoi
(n=10) Sev eiyav anoxAetotikd ITKNE oav mmpw-
torabég veppikd voéonpa, yeyovog mou umodn-
Aovel OtL Sev éxouv povo ot acbeveig pe ITKNE
TO mPovOHLo va éxouv uynldd emntneda epubpo-
rowntivng. MdAtota étav ywplotnkav ot acBeveig
Twv opadwv A kat B ce macyovteg ard [KNE n
dM\a pn KuoTika veppikd voonpata (urmoopddeg
A1, A2 xat B1, B2), 6ev Bpébnke petall toug
Kapia 6tapopd wg mpog Ta emnineda Tou alpato-
kpltn, Tng apocpatpivng kat Tng epubporotnti-
vng tou opou (x*-test, p=NS).

And ta napardve wpaiverat ot a) To 10%
repirnou twv apokadaipdpevay acbevav Sev éxet
v avaykn efwyevoug yopriynong rHuEpo yia va
Otatnpel wkavorowntikd emtmeda atparoxkpitn,
B) ta enineda tng epubponowntivng tou opov
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IMivakag 3. Ynoopadeg A (nAikieg, Sidpkela vnd atpokdBapon, enineda Het kat Hb aipatog,
epubpomointivng opoll Kat npwronabng veppikn voécog) (HD=aipokdBapon)

Al Epo HAwia Audpkela Hct Hb Ipwronadng
(n=10) (mIU/ml) (¢tn) HD (priveg) (%) (gr%) VEPPLKN VOGOG
1 12.8 05 54 32.2 11.1 YHELPAPATOGKANPUVGD
2 13.3 69 14 39.0 12,5 »
3 20.5 67 77 39.6 13.1 Atapeon veppitida
4 214 61 79 39.5 12.8 Enetpaparoveppitida
5 19.8 69 14 31.0 10.9 Atabntikn veppornddeta
6 25.1 63 15 30.0 10.6 Aldpeon veypitida
7 15.6 74 48 37.6 12.0 »
8 25.6 73 68 38.5 12.6 TrelpapatookAnpuvon
9 11.2 70 20 38.3 12.6 Ynetpapatoveppitida
........... 0 .26 . 6 .62 .. 400 136 ZnepapatooxAnpuvon
Mean=SD 18.8+5.2 67.2¢46  45.1£240  30.0£3.9 12.2+1.0
(evpog) (11.2-25.6) (61-74) (14-79) (30-40) (10.6-13.0)
A2 Epo HAwia Audpkela Hct Hb Ipwronadng
(n=13) (mIU/ml) (¢) HD (pnveg) (%) (gr%) VEWPPIKN VOGOG
1 19.8 54 14 31.3 9.8 [TKNE
2 11.8 67 09 33.0 10.6 »
3 14.3 91 36 32.0 9.9 »
4 245 09 17 34.6 11.3 »
5 28.3 70 74 39.6 13.0 »
6 18.2 52 18 45.4 15.0 »
7 19.2 46 28 39.8 13.4 »
8 16.5 51 28 48.1 15.5 »
9 18.5 09 24 32.6 10.4 »
10 23.8 42 72 35.0 13.0 »
11 22.3 77 24 36.8 11.0 »
12 10.2 74 14 37.7 123 »
........... oo 7 59 96 350 102
Mean=SD 18.7+5.2 03.1£13.9 39.5+£27.9 37.0+5.1 12.0+1.9
...... (e0pog)  (102-283) (4291 (1490) (313481  O8155
b (A1, A2) NS NS NS NS N X2 p=N§

IMivakag 4. Ynoopadeg B (nAikieg, didpkela vnd atpokdBapon, enineda Het kat Hb aipatog,
gpubBpornointivng opov kat npwronadng veppikn voécog) (HD=apoxkabapon)

B1 Epo HAwia Atdpkela Hct Hb Ipwronadng
(n=9) (mIU/ml) (¢tn) HD (priveg) (%) (gr9%) VEPPLKN VOGOG

1 12.6 56 16 28.7 9.4 SIepapatosKAnpuvon

2 17.2 51 21 32.2 9.8 LIepapatocKANpuven

3 20.6 41 128 29.3 9.4 Ynetpaparoveppitida

4 14.4 19 21 30.9 10.5 Enetpaparoveppitida

5 13.8 73 13 30.4 11.1 YrelpapatoskAnpuven

6 9.6 71 60 39.1 11.7 SHEpapatooKAnpuvon

7 113 08 20 35.3 10.5 LelpapatookAnpuvon

8 18.6 76 15 30.8 9.3 Awaon. Epub. AUkog
............ 9 A0S 45 24 29 92 ANOYPAKUKN VEPporr.

Mean+SD 14.3£3.8 55.6£18.7 35.3+37.5 32.4£3.7 10.9+0.9
(evpog) (9.6-20.6) (19-76) (13-128) (28.7-39.D (9.2-11.7)
B2 Epo HAwkia Awdapketa Hct Hb Ipwronadng
(n=8) (mIU/ml) (¢tn) HD (prveg) (%) (gr%) VEPPLKN VOGOG

1 113 55 20 36.3 11.1 [TIKNE

2 22,4 48 15 37.3 11.8 »

3 21.6 62 131 35.3 10.8 »

4 15.6 49 106 36.5 11.4 »

5 14.3 67 105 29.9 9.2 »

6 12.7 45 15 27.1 8.2 »

7 19.5 67 09 33 10.6 »

8 160.6 53 20 31.5 9.3 »
NS T 7R 558.86 R 55456 g
...... (e0pog)  (113-22.4)  45-67) (513D (27.1-573) 2118

p (B1, B2) NS NS NS NS NS X%, p=NS
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otoug acBevelg autoug eivat aufnpéva ce oyxéon
pe autd twv acBevov mou ypetdlovral efwyevi
yopnynon rHuEpo kat y) n rmpwtonadng veppikn
VvOGOG autwyv 1mou dev ypetalovtat rHuEpo Sev
elvat arroxkAetotika n TTKNE.

ABSTRACT

Tsitsios T, Sotirakopoulos N, Spaia S,
Derveniotis V, Chatzidimitriou C, Mavromatidis
K. Serum erythropoietin levels of haemo-
dialyzed patients and the necessity for the
use of recombinant human erythropoeitin. A
Multicenter study. Hippokratia 2000, 4 (2): 73-
78

The aim of this study was to evaluate the
percentage of patients undergoing hemodialysis
who do not need rHuEpo, and their haematocrit
levels are near the target of DOQIs (Disease
Outcomes Quality Initiative). We have registered
all the patients undergoing hemodialysis and those
with polycystic kidney disease (PKD). Twenty
three patients out of 227 (9.8%) did not need
rHuEpo and these constituted group A. These
patients were evaluated for hepatitis B virus
surface antigen, hepatitis C antigen, the levels of
haematocrit, haemoglobin and serum Epo. As a
control group we investigated 17 hemodialyzed
patients (group B), who had taken rHuEpo.
Thirteen patients of group A and 8 of group B
had PDK as cause of renal failure.

Patients of group A were statistically
significantly older than those of group B (p<0.03),
but they did not show any difference in duration
of haemodialysis (p=NS). Haematocrit levels in
patients of group A were significantly higher than
those of group B (p<0.001), as well as levels of
haemoglobin (p<0.0001) and serum Epo.

When we divided each group of patients (A
and B) into two subgroups, according to the cause
of renal failure (PKD or other non cystic renal
diseases), we did not find any difference in
haematocrit, haemoglobin and Epo levels.

We conclude that: a) 10% of patients
undergoing hemodialysis have very good levels
of haemoglobin and haematocrit and they do not
need rHuEpo, b) serum levels of Epo in these
patients are higher than the levels of Epo of
patients who need rHuEpo to keep their
haematocrit at good levels and ¢) PDK is not the

predominant cause of end stage renal failure in
patients who do not need rHuEpo.
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