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[TPQTOTYITH EPTAZIA

DAPUAKEVTIKA avdatan Tapo§UVTIKAS KOATTIKAS YAPUARUYHS.

Apiwbapévn R YopokivibIvh;

r. Mmouvtwvas, A. WUpPGTTOUAoS, Ar. Evdupiadns, . Kazivakns,

M. Tapdévns, X. KEOKIAIONS, N. AEUKOES

KapbioAoyikfi Movada tns B” NadoAoyikAs KAIVIKAS Tou ANO, IMTOKRATEI0 NOOOKOUEIO OE00aAovikns

MepiAnyn: Zkondg g epyaciaq eival n die-
PEUVNON TNG AMOTEAECUATIKOTNTAG TNG USPOKL-
vidivng kat g aplwdapdvng otnv avdatagn g
MAapPOEUVTIKNG KOATIKNG Hapuapuyng (MKM).
M£0odo1: MeAeniOnkav 476 aobeveigq (A=214,
M= 262, péong nAkkiag 61,8 £14,8 eTdv) TV
onoiwv 1 el0aywyr} OTO VOOOKOWE(O €yLve O€ -
HEpa yevikig egpnuepiag pe diayvwon MKM
npéopamg (<24 wpeg) Evaping, kard v mne-
piodo 1996 - 1999. O acbeveig dlaipébnkav oe
duo ouddeq : Tnv oldda A anotéhecav 337 a-
oBeveiq oToug omoloug wg MPWTO PAPHAKO XO-
prynonke udpokvidivn (o déon 150 mg /2wpo
per 0s) o cuvduaoud pe epdrag xopriynon dt-
Yo&ivng (0,5 mg IV) ka1 Tnv oudda B 139 aobe-
ve(q otoug omoiloug Xopnynonke apwdapdvn
(oe ddom 300 mg IV og on wpa kat 750 mg oe
24wpn evioPAERla atdydnv £yxuon). H kata-
VOUI TwV aoBevwv oTig duo ouadeg fiTav Tuxai-
a kat ot duo opdadeq dev JEPePAV OTLAVTIKA OE
nAkia kait puAo. Ze neplmrwon un avartaing g
NKM pe 1o éva papuako, uetd napgheuon 24w-
pou, ywvétav npoondBela avataing 1e To AAo.
Mpwv kat peTd TNV avdrta&n npoodlopiotnke TO
didomua QT, éywve nyxwkapdloypagnua Hetd
mv avarta&n tng NKM, npoodilopiotnke n urtap-
&En 1 Un kabwg kal To &idog TNG UMoKeievng
kapdlakng vooou kai av urnfpxav avtevdeiEelq
yla TN Xopnynon Twv aviiappubuikov ¢apud-
Kwv (Madnoelg Tou BUPEOELDT], YAOTPEVIEPIKEG
datapayeq KAT). Téhog kataypdgpnkav ol Tu-
OV averBuunTeg evépyeleg and my ofeia xo-
PAYNOM TWV PAPHAKWVY.

AnoteAéopara: Kapdlondbela dlamotwbnke
oe 334 (70,1%) aobeveig, evw oc 142 (29,8%)
dev unnpxav evdeitelg unokelyevng kapdlond-

Etwcoyoyn: H topo&uvtikn KOATLKN popuopv-
M (IIKM) onoteiel cvvnOiopévn autior mpooé-
Aevong tov acbevev oto eEmtepiid wtpelo, o
nuépo yevikic epnuepiog Kab®g Kou eEloaywyNg
TOVG GTO VOOOKOE0 ™,

H Oepanevtikn aviipetdnion ¢ neplAonPa-

Belag kat n NKM xapakmpiotnke 1dlonadng. A-
né Toug aobeveig TNG opddag A, otoug onoioug
XOPNYNONKE WG MPWTO PAPHAKO USPOKIVISIVN,
avatdxenkav 312 (92,6%) kat anéd touq undAol-
Touq 25 gTOUG OMoloUG XOPNYNONKE 0T OUVE-
xela apwdapdvn avardxdnkav ol 23. And v
oudda B avardaxdnkav pe tnv auwdapdvn 122
{87,8%) kai and Toug urtdAowmoug 17 avardyon-
Kav ue udpokividivn 13 acbeveiq. Ae dlamotw-
fnkav onuavTtikég anokA(OEIG ToU SlacThUaTog
QT oT1g duo ouddeg Twv acBevayv (412,7 + 21,9
msec oTnv oudda A évavtL 417,6 = 31,2 otnv o-
uada B). Qotdoo oTig duo unooudadeg nou dev
avaTaxdnkav e To GAPHAKO ToU Xopnyrionke
apxIka dlaroTwonke ONUAvTIKY anékALoTn Tou
QT. Edikétepa oy unoopdda nou dev avard-
x6nke pe ouvduaouo udpokvidivng - dtyokivng
To didonua QT Arav oTaTIoTIKA ONUAvTIKA -
KPATEPO CUYKPITIKA He auThv Tou dev avatd-
Xonke e auwdapdvn (392,8 + 159 évavtl
432,1+21,3, p<0,001). O1 napevépyeleg and
mv ofela xopriynom twv ¢apudkwv frav eraxt-
oteq: 5 aoBeveiq Tng opddag A gugdvicav ya-
oTpevTeEPIKEG dlatapaxég kat £vag aochevng el-
PAavios aMepyiko shock mou avardyénke eu-
KoAQ evw e TNV apwdapsovn dev mapatmmenen-
KQv QveTIBUUNTEG EVEPYELEG.

Juunegpdopara: H udpokvidivn kat 1 auwda-
povn elval MoAU oxupol avtiappubuikol napd-
yovieg otV avdaraén mg NKM, e&iocou dpaoTti-
Kol ad\d kal acpaleiq. daivetal wotdao, 4TL oL
akpaieg TIEG Tou duvapikou dpdong o ja -
Kp1) oudda aoBevayv, nailel pdio otnv avartain
™G appuBpiag eite and to gva site and 1o Ai-
Ao ¢pAapuako.
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vel didpopa oxfueta kot egoptatar amnd to xpd-
vo €vapiic ™E, TNV CUOSLVOULKY KOTEGTHON
0V aoBevovg, TOV OPLBULS KL TN CLYVOTHTO TRV
enelcodiov ko v Yroapén kabdg kon 1o eldog
¢ vrokeipevn s kopSlokng vooov™. H niektpi-
K avétegn emBéAreton OToV VTOPYEL CLLOdV-
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vouikn entfdpovvot Tov acBevoid evd amd o
QOPHLAKO TOU XPNCLUOTOLOVVTOL TO Lo VPITEPOL
gival 1 apimdapévn™ kon n vdpokividivi

Lxondg ¢ epyaciog eivon 1 dtepedivnon g
OTOTEAEGHATIKOTNTOC KO TG OCPOAELOG TNG V-
SpokIvidivng kol ™G oUtmdapOvNg 6TV OVAETo-
En ¢ mopoSuvTikig KOAmIKY G HopLapLYAS.

YAtk kot Mé6ooor

MeretiOnkav 476 aoBeveig (A=214, T=262, ugé-
ong nakiog 61,8+14,8 e1®v) o1 onolor pumixay
oo voookoueio oe nuépa yevikng epnuepiog Le
didyvoon TIKM npdoootng évaping, kotd v
nepiodo 1996 - 1999. O1 acheveic dtoupédnkov Ge
V0 ouddeg: TNV oudda A amotéiecoy 337 aobe-
velg 0Toug 0R0i0VE WG TPWTO PEPULOKO YopNYT-
Onke vpoKIvIdivy (G ddon 150 mg / 20po per 0s)
oe GUVAUOOUS UE e@dmoE yopynor dtyolivng
(0,5 mg IV) kot Tnv opdda B 139 agBeveic otovg
onoiovg yopnynionke ciwdopdvn (oe déorn 300
mg 1V oe pion opo kot 750 mg o 24mpn evdo-
QAEPLoL oTdydNy €yyvon). H katovoutj Tomv oode-
VAV 0TI 600 opddeg fTa Tuyaia Kot 01 dvo oud-
deg dev dépepav GNULOVTIKG Ge NALKia Kot ¢UAO
(Mivaxkog 1). XZe mepintmon un ovatoing g
TIKM pe 10 €va apULoKko, HETE Tapérevon 246-
POU YIVOTOV TPOCTEOelo. avETaing He 10 GAAO.
[Tpv Kol HETd TNy avaToEn npocdiopicInke 1o
dtdotmua QT, €ytve nyoxKopdloyplenpoe Hetd
v avartoEn ¢ IMKM, tpoadiopictnke i Orop-
En 1 un xoBg kot 1o €180 g unokeinevng Kop-
Stokng vooou ko av vEfipyov avtevoei&elg ylo
™M XOpNYNoN TOV OVTIEPPLOUIKOV QUPULEKOV
(MO OELS TOV BuPEOELdT], YOLOTPEVTEPIKES HLOTO-
poxéc KAT). Xe acbeveig Le yvooT tddnon g
HiTpoeldovg PoAPidag (otévmon 1 ovendpkeia),
€QOOOV TO EMETPENE 1) KOTAGTOGT TOL 0.0OEVOVG,
PV amd TNV TPoondBelo aviTaéng yopnyou-
vtowy eni 120po peyoropoplaxt nropivn oe evoo-
QAEPLoL oThydny Eyyvon. TEAog KoToyplenKoy
o1 TuXOV avemBuUNTeg evépyeleg amd TNy ofela
xopfynon twv Qopuikov.

Anoteifopoto

KapdrondOeiro domothonke oe 334 (70,1%) o-
ofeveic, eved g 142 (29,8%) dev vrripyov evoei-
Eelg vmokeipevng Kapdlonddelog kot 1) IIKM yo-
poktnpictnke doradic. QoT1dco, 1 KUTOVOUT
TV aodevdv le vrokeiuevn kopdlonddeia Ko
oVTAOV LE 18lontodr) TIKM dev 1Tay Topluoto 611G
Vo ouddeg Ko 0g eK TOVTOL dev KaTéoTn duva-
™ N GUGYETLON TOV TOGOGTAV UETATPOTNG LE TO
dvo eapuoKka avaAioyo e TNy vrokeipnevn voco.

Ané tovg aafeveic g opddog A, otoug onoi-
0UG opNYNONKE S TPMOTO PEAPHLOKO VIPOKIVIDi-
V1, ovotdxonkoy 312 (92,6%) kot ord Toug vid-
Ao1mong 25 gtoug omoioug yopnyionKe ot GUVE-
YELO L @dopdv avatdyOnkow o1 23. Ané v o-
Hédo B avotdydnkov pe Tnv opt@dcapdvn 122
(87,8%) ko amd Tovg vréAoimovg 17 avotéyon-
Ko Le vdpoxvidivn 13 aobeveic (TMivokog 2).

Miv. 2 T o m0600T6 aviTagng TG nopoEuvIikng Kok-
mKNG LOPREPVYTG UE TO. LopTIYNBEVTQ ObplOKOL.

Miv. 1. O khvikég TOPOUETPOT TV 0GBEVHV IOV
HereTAONKOY.

Anodopovn Ydépoxkwvidivy Livoro
Hikio 62,9+15,3 61,3x15.2 61,8+14.8
®Hrho (AT) 61/78 153/184 214/262
KopdioméBerer  105/34 229/108 334/142

Aptadopovn Yopoxividivn LHvoro
ovotoyféviav
Apiodopdvn 122/139 23/25 145
Ydpokividivn 13/17 312/337 325
Mn avotoy0évieg 4 2 6/470

To didomuo QT wpoodiopictnke 6e GAoVG
toug ooBeveic oto HKT/uo opéomg petd tnyv o-
vatagn e TMTKM aAAd Lévo oe Jior LetovoTnTo
010 Tp1y ord TNy ovdtedn HKI/po eneidn, Adym
¢ KOAMKNG HopUopvyng, Lvaiple dvoyépeia
TPOGIOPLOUOD TNG IGONAEKTPIKNG YPOHUTIC. AEV
dlomotdin Koy SNUAVTIKEG OROKAIGELG TOV Sidt-
cmuotoc QT oTlg dvo ouGdeg TV wobevev
(412,77 = 21,9 msec amnv opddo A évovtt 417,6 +
31,2 oy opdda B). Q01660 6T L0 VIOOUOES
TOL OV QVUTAXOMKHY HE TO QOPHOKO TOL
XOpPMYNONKE opy K& SLomOTHONKE CTULOVTIKT 0
noxAion tov QT. Eldikdtepa oIV VROOUASH TOV
dev avotdyBnke pe GUVOLOGUS LEPOKIVIBIVNG -
dtyo&ivng o dtdotua QT ftav GTOTIoTIKG oT-
HOVTIKG UIKPOTEPO GLYKPLTIKE Le OVTO NG
OHGdaS mOov eV ovoThyONKE UE CpLmOOPOVN
(392,8 = 15,9 évavtt 432,1+21,3, p<0,001) (TTivo-
xog 3).

Iiv. 3. To diomua QTc otig ddPopeg oudcdeg
TOV aoBeveV Tov HeleTOnKOY.

Apodopévn Yépokividivn

Tovoro 417.6+312 NS

Mn avotoyfévieg 432,1x21,3  p<0,00!

412,7+£219
392,8+15,9
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O1 napevépyeieg ond TNy ofela xopnynon tov
popudkoy Tov eAG10TeC: 5 aoBevelg Tng oud-
o A EUOAVICOV YOOTPEVTEPIKES SLATUPUYEC
Ko évag oc0eviG eOGvVIce aAiepyikd shock mov
ovoTdyOnKe cOKOAN EVA LLE TNV aL®dopovT Sev
TaPOTNPNON KOV CVETIBVUNTES EVEPYELEG,

XolAmen

H vdpokividiv kol n ouodapdvn eivol, og
YooV, TOAD 16 Vvpol avTlappLiukol ntapdyo-
vieg oty avéaroln g [MKM, eEicov dpaotikoi
oA Kol oGQOAEIS Y Ta anotedéopata
NG HEAETNG PO CUUPMVODV UE TNV GROYN oLTH.

H oXOTEAECUATIKOTNTO TOV VO QaPUEK®V,
010 GUVOAO TV aGBeVAY TOL UEAETHGOWE, OeV
eoiveton va emnpedleton ond TN SGPKELD. TOU
Suvoulkol dpacng TV ULOKOPSOK®Y KULTTE-
pov, 6Twg vt Tpocdiopileton omd 10 SdoTNU
QTc".

Elvol yvootd 611 1é6oo 1 vépokividivn 66o kat
N CLOIAPEVT TOPATEIVOUV TO SUVOHLKS dpGoNg
TOV HVOKOPSLOK®OV KUTTEpwV. QGTE60, 6TV 0-
Hda g vdépoKIVIBivIE, Yie TNV amopuyl £vd-
dmvone g xoimoxoilloxng orywyiudtmrog omd
TNV eVOOYEVT] ATPOTVIKT TNG dpdom. xopnynon-
ke dtyo&ivn n ool avtiBeTo petdvel To duvopt-
K6 dpaong.

ATé To. anOTEAEOUUTE NOC. MOTOGO, paiveton
0T oe o Pikpi) opddo acOevdv, 01 aKpOieg Ti-
HEC ToL Suvaliko¥ dpdang nailouv péio 6TV a-
vatagn g TopPoELVTIKAG KOATIKNG UOPUOPU-
¢ and 10 éva iy To GARO pbpuaxo (Tlivokog 3).
E181kdtepa, 0TV LToopdda Tov acBevidy mov
dev ovatoybnkov pe ™ xopiynon LIpoKIvidi-
vNng, 10 QT ¢ BdoTNU ) TOV GTOTIGTIKG CTILOVTL-
K& HIKPOTEPO GUYKPLTIKE UE TNV VTOOUGESO TOV
dev ovaTayONKe Ue TN YOP1YNGTN ULOSOPOVIG.

IMBavoroyolpue G611 M GLYXOPNYNOTN NG OLyo-
Eivng oV oudda g vépokividivng evBiveton
yie T dlopopd auTy], dedopévou 0TI Kot To V0
pdpuoxo emunkivouv to duvautkd dpdong. Et-
Stkdtepa, M SpOCTIKOTNTO NG CULOBOPOVNG
otmv avatedn g [IKM eaptdtorl Gueco oyt
16060 amd TV ovEnon ToL URKOVE TOV Kopdilo-
K00 kVKAOV (cycle length) éco0 kupimg and TV e-
TP KLVON TG SpacTiKiic avepédiotg nepiddou
(effective refractory period - ERPY*". Emouévac,
OTNV VTOOUASA TV aGBev®Y Tov Oev avorTdy O1-
KOV LLE TNV apYLKH xop1nynon e altwdopdvng,
TO YeYOovog O0TL 1 avep€Biotn mepiodog oy oM
oLENUEVT Do propoUoE var MiKoohoyGEL TV -
notuyia g ASY® oduvapiog neparépo adinong

g ERP evd 1 cuyyopnynon diyoiving-vdpokivi-
divng omn cuvéyeio Ba umopolvoe ue T pelwon
NS SLEPKELGG TNG VO IKALOAOYGEL TN OpPUOI-
0. HESM GAAOV UNYOVICUOV (TY EXITAYVVGN TG
oyoyns uéoo g tayelog 0800 kot droxontg €-
TG1 TOL PAVAOV KUKAOV). AVGTUYMC N odvvanio
npocdropiopot 1ov dootiuatog QTc apiv and
M YOPHYNON TOV ONVTLOPPUBIKGY QopUdK®y,
Adym e mpoxkakoVpevng ontd Ty TIKM Stakv-
UOLVOTC NG ICONAEKTPLKTC YPOUUNG, Lag oTepel
N SuvatdINTa CUYKPIONG ToL dtaotiuatos QTc
TPLV KOl HETQ OO T xopfynon Tovg. H odykpi-
on avTh Ba propovoe {cwg vo 0d1YNcEL Ge To
Béowo cuunepdouata 6oV opopd To pOAO TOL
Stootiuatog QTc oty avértoén e oppubuicg
and 10 éva | T0 GAAO @dpuoko. AviioTpogo
6NV VIOOUESQ OV JeV aVaTAYONKE LE TNV Op-
x1KN xopiynon diyokivnc-vdpoxividivng, otny o-
roio 1o ddotuo QT ¢ ftav petmuévo, 1) abEnan
m¢ didpkelag g ERP ue v opiodopdvn Bo
umopoVoe vo dikouoioyioel 11 dpuoTKOTNTE
me. Qo1000, 0 aplOuds TOV TEPLOTOTIKWOV GIN
UEAETN POC NTOV GYETIKG HIKPOS KO LMONTEITOL
¢ £K TOVTOV TEPLEGHTEPT Epevva yia Thy eEoyw-
i mo Bécilov cuurepasudTOY.

ABSTRACT

Boudonas G, Psirropoulos D, Efthimiadis
A, Kazinakis G, Parthenis M, Keskilidis C,
Lefkos N. Pharmaceutical conversion of
paroxysmal atrial fibrillation; quinidine or
amiodarone? Hippokratia 1999, 3(2): 77 - 81

The aim of the study was to investigate the
effectiveness of quinidine (QY) and amiodarone
(AM) on paroxysmal atrial fibrillation (PAF) con-
version.

Methods: 476 patients who admitted because
of recent onset (<24 hours) PAF were studied.
Patients were randomly divided into two
groups, age and sex matched. Group A com-
prised 337 patients who were treated with QY in
combination with digoxin and group B 139
patients who were treated with AM. In the case
where PAF was not converted into sinus rhythm
with the one drug, an attempt to conversion with
the other drug was undertaken. The Q-Tc inter-
val was determined before and after PAF con-
version.

Results: With the administration of QY (group
A) conversion of PAF into sinus rhythm
achieved in 312 (92.6%) patients and with the
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administration of AM in 23 of the remaining 25.
In group B patients, conversion of PAF with AM
achieved in 122 (87.8%) and with the adminis-
tration of QY in 13 of the remaining 17. The Q-
Tc interval was measured in all patients in the
after conversion ECG but only in a minority in
the initial ECG, attributed to the difficulty of
accurate T wave end determination because of
fibrillation. Although there were no statistically
significant differences of Q-Tc interval duration
between the two group of patients (412.7+ 21.9
msec in group A and 417.6+31.2 msec in group
B), in the subgroups of patients who were not
converted with the initially administered drug, a
statistically significant difference in Q-Tc interval
duration was found. Especially, in the subgroup
of patients who were not converted with the ini-
tial administration of QY and digoxin the dura-
tion of Q-Tc was significantly smaller compared
with that of patients who were not converted
with the initial administration of AM (392.8+15.9
msec and 432.1+21.3 msec respectively,
p<0.001).

Conclusions: QY and AM are strong antiarry-
thmic agents in PAF conversion, both effective
and safe; but in a small proportion of these
patients, the extreme values of Q-Tc interval
duration may predict the conversion of PAF into
sinus rhythm by either QY or AM.

BIBAIOT PA®IA

1. Feinberg WM, Blakcshear JL, Laupacis A. Prevalence, age
distribution, and gender of patients with atrial fibrillation:
analysis and implications. Arch Intern Med 1995, 155:469-
473

2. Krahn AD, Manfreda J, Tate RB: The natural history of atrial
fibrillation: incidence. risk factors, and prognosis in the
Manitoba follow-up study. Am J Med 1995, 98:476-484

3. Weber BE, Kapoor WN. Evaluation and outcome of patients
with palpitations. Am J Med 1996, 100:138-148

4. Gallagher MM, Camm Al. Classification of atrial fibrillation.
Pacing Clin Electrophysiol 1997, 20:1603-1605

5. Gersh BJ. The epidemiology of atrial fibrillation and atrial
flutter. In DeMarco JP , Prystowsky EM (eds): Atrial
Arrhythmias. A Text Book, State of Art, 1st Ed, Futura
Publ. Co., Armork, New York, 1995

6. Prystowsky EN, Benson DW Jr, Fuster V. Management of
patients with atrial fibrillation: a statement for healthcare
professionals from the Committee on Electrocardiography
and Electrophysiology, American Heart Association. Cir-
culation 1996, 93:1262-1277

7. Sopher SM, Camm AlJ. Atrial fibrillation: maintenance of
sinus rhythm versus rate control. Am J Cardiol 1996,
77:24A-37A

8. Crjins HJ, van Gelder IC, van Gilst WH. Serial antiarrhythmic
drug treatment to maintain sinus rhythm after electrical
cardioversion for chronic atrial fibrillation on atrial flut-
ter. Am J Cardiol 1991, 68:335-341

9. Sopher SM, Camm AJ. Therapy for atrial fibrillation: Control
of the ventricular response and prevention of recurrence.
Coronary Artery Dis 1995, 6:105-112

10. Haissaguerre M, Jais P, Shah DC. Right and left atrial
radiofrequency catheter therapy of paroxysmal atrial fib-
rillation. J Cardiovasc Electrophysiol 1996, 7:1132-1144

11. Brignole M, Gianfranchi L, Menozzi C. An assessment of
atrioventricular junction ablation and DDDR mode-
switching pacemaker versus pharmacological treatment
in patients with severely symptomatic paroxysmal atrial
fibrillation. A randomized controlled study. Circulation
1997, 96:2617-2627

12. Gold RI, Haffejee CI, Charos G. Amiodarone for refractory
atrial fibrillation. Am J Cardiol 1986, 57:124-127

13. Podrid PJ: Amiodarone. Ann Intern Med 1995, 122:689-696

14. Estes NA 111: Evolving strategies for the management of atri-
al fibrillation: The role of amiodarone. JAMA 1992,
267:3332-3344

15.Levy S, Azoulay S. Stories about the origin of quinidina and
quinidine. J Cardiovasc Electrophysiol 1994, 5:635-647

16. Disch DL, Greenberg ML, Holzberger PT. Managing chron-
ic atrial fibrillation: A Markov decision analysis compar-
ing warfarin, quinidine and low-dose amiodarone. Ann
Intern Med 1994, 120:449-459

17. Hondeghem LM. lIdeal antiarrhythmic agents: Chemical
defebrillators. J Cardiovasc Electrophysiol 1991, 2:5169-
S175

18. Coplen S, Antman EM, Berlin JA. Efficacy and safety of
quinidine therapy for maintance of sinus rhythm after car-
dioversion. A meta-analysis of randomized control trials.
Circulation 1990, 82:1106-1116

19. Maisel WH, Kuntz KM, Reimold SC. Risk of initiating
antiarrhythmic drug therapy for atrial fibrillation in
patients admitted to a university hospital. Ann Intern Med
1997, 127:281-284

20. Clark DM, Plumb VJ, Epstein AE. Hemodynamic effects of
an irregular sequence of ventricular cycle lengths during
atrial fibrillation. J Am Coll Cardiol 1997, 30:1039-1045

21. Psirropoulos D, Lefkos N, Boudonas G, Efthimiadis A,
Tsapas G. The influence of intravenous amiodarone on
QT interval and QT dispersion in patients with heart fail-
ure. (Abstr), Arch Coeur Vaisseaux 1998, 91, I11:96-P5

22. Cappato R, Alboni P, Codeca L. Direct and autonomically
mediated effects of oral quinidine on RR/QT relation after
an abrupt increase in heart rate. J] Am Coll Cardiol 1993,



IMMIIOKPATEIA 1999, 3, 2 81

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

29.

22:99-106

Middlekauff HR, Wiener I, Stevenson WG. Low-dose amio-
darone for atrial fibrillation. Am J Cardiol 1993, 72:75-81

Gosselink A T, Crijns H J, VanGelder IC. Low-dose amio-
darone for maintenance of sinus rhythm after cardiover-
sion of atrial fibrillation or flutter. JAMA 1992, 267:3289-
3298

Middlekauff HR, Wiener I, Stevenson WG. Low-dose amio-
darone for atrial fibrillation. Am J Cardiol 1993, 72:75F-
81F

Fujiki A, Yoshida S, Tani M. Efficacy of class IA antiar-
rhythmic drugs in converting atrial fibrillation unassociat-
ed with organic heart disease and their relation to atrial
electrophysiologic  characteristics. Am J Cardiol
1994,74:282-290

Hohnloser SH, Kuck KH. Atrial fibrillation: maintaining sta-
bility of sinus rhythm or ventricular rate control? The
need for prospective data: the PIAF trial. Pacing Clin Elec-
trophysiol 1997, 20:1989-1992

. Josephson ME. Atrial flutter and fibrillation. In : Josephson

ME ed. Clinical Cardiac Electrophysiology. Lea and
Febiger, Philadelphia 1993 p 275-310

Josephson ME. Evaluation of antiarrhythmic agents. In :
Josephson ME (ed). Clinical Cardiac Electrophysiology.

Lea and Febiger, Philadelphia 1993 p 630-632

30. Buxton AE, Doherty JU. Amiodarone : Correlation of elec-

trophysiologic effects with control of atrial arrhythmias.
Circulation 1985, 72 : I1I-32

AAAnioypapio

I'. Mrovvtovog,
Kapdioroyiky Movéda,
B’ HaBoroyikry KAtvik,
Intokpéreto Nosokopeio
Kwovotovtivovnéiewmg 49
54642, ©eoccoiovikn

Corresponding author:
Boudonar G,

Cardiology Unit,

2nd Dept. of Internal Medicine
of Aristotelian University,
Hippokration Hospital

49 Konstantinoupoleos str,
54642, Thessaloniki





