Table 1: Differential diagnosis of cystic lung diseases.

Diffuse cystic lung diseases

Focal or multifocal cystic lung diseases

Pulmonary Langerhans cell histiocytosis
Lymphangioleiomyomatosis

Follicular bronchiolitis and lymphocytic interstitial pneumonia
Birt-Hogg-Dubé-Syndrom

Honeycomb formation in fibrosing lung diseases

Cavitary pulmonary metastases/tumors (sarcomas, lymphomas)

Bullous emphysema

Infections: Pneumocystis jiroveci pneumonia,
tuberculosis, Staphylococcus aureus
Echinoccus cyst(s), coccidia

Pulmonary sequester

Bronchogenic cyst

congenital cystic malformations




